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108 and 112). The opposing Turanian kingdom, both
of Arejataspa and Afrasiyab, is connected with the sea
Youru-Kasha (Ib. section 116). The decline of the
Iranian power between the age of Thraetona and that
of the Kayanians was probably connected with the
drying up of rivers (section 58). Such an anticipation
of scientific views in the age of the Yashts is a fact,
which deserves to be noted as an instance of the his-
torical insight of the Iranian genius.
The formation of tlie great lakes mentioned in
the Zamyad Yasht, as occurring in the region of the
Vouru~Kasha, has also important parallels and interpre-
tations in the history of Geography, Thus, Prince
Krapotkin has drawn attention to a former great
extension of the sea of Aral (Eickstedt, op. cit. p. 250
and Krapotkin, Tlie Desiccation ofEur-Asia, in Geogr.
Journal, XXIII, 722-741, 1904). Eickstedt has also>
mentioned, how geologists have proved beyond question
the connection of the sea of Aral with the Caspian Sea
and the Black Sea, though he doubts the proposed,
connection between the Aral Sea and the Balkash Lake*
There has thus been a connection between the fluctua-
tions, which have taken place in the main inland seas
or lakes; and we know how the Caspian Sea, the lakes
of Seistan, and the lakes of Armenia have fluctuated in
size in the same fashion (of. Ellsworth Huntingto^
Pulse of Asia, p. 356), owing to changes of climate^
Now it is a remarkable fact that the Yasht mentions?
jost these great lakes as the successive centres rf.
power. It mentions the great Seistan Latot